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We are heading in to the home stretch!  The 
students have been very focused during their 
CAASPP testing sessions; it is impressive the see 
the focus and perseverance they display as they 
work through difficult assessments.  As we near the 
end of school, I want to take this opportunity to 
emphasize the importance of good behavior and 
citizenship, and of course, daily attendance.  Your 
children are working hard to complete projects and 
assignments, take their standardized tests, compete 
on teams, perform with music or theater groups, 
and manage their responsibilities at home.  This can 
be overwhelming for them at times and lead to 
negative behaviors that appear at school.  The 
teachers have taken time during class to reinforce 
and remind students about the Student Code of 
Conduct and our expectations for behavior at 
school.  If we work together, we will have greater 
success at correcting negative behaviors.  If a 
student receives a detention for a behavior 
violation, the assigning teacher will contact you to 
inform you of the time and date of the detention.  
Yes—it is inconvenient.  Yes—it creates difficulties 

Special Points of 
Interest: 

The San Benancio Oak Leaf is  

published monthly.  It is  

available on our website at:  

http://
www.washingtonusd.org 

Please call the attendance line at 
484-0972 when your student is 
absent. 

Thank you! 
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with transportation.  However, it is important to 
reinforce the importance of taking responsibility 
for one’s mistakes and moving forward.  
Sometimes, that means being late for a practice 
or appointment, or missing a game or rehearsal.  
We appreciate your support as parents in 
helping to encourage good behavior and 
responsibility. 

If you are picking up your student at the end of 
the day, please remember to wait a few extra 
minutes to pull into the parking lot.  Giving our 
buses time to get into the parking lot, and not 
lining up to sit and wait in the loading zone 
makes a HUGE difference in parking lot 
congestion after school.  Again, if you are able, 
please wait until 3:20 to pull into the lot if you 
are picking up your students. 

Thank you, 

Gina Uccelli 
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News From the Music Room 
 

It is hard to believe that this school year is starting to wind down! May, with two Open-House performances, Music in the Parks, 
and the Spring Concert, will be a very busy month for the music department. Our Spring Concert will be held on Tuesday, May9th, 
and featured the Jazz Ensemble, Choir, and Concert Band. 

 
On May 13th, our Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble will be traveling to Great America to perform at the Music in the Parks compe-
tition. Our young musicians will be put up against other school and will perform in front of a panel of judges. This experience as 
well as the feedback from the judges will be most helpful to continuing our already successful music program. On May 20th, the 
Choir will attend the same festival at the Santa Cruz Boardwalk.  

 

The music department would like to give a special thanks to the Washington Union Educational Foundation (WUEF) and all the 
donors that help sustain our award winning and growing music program. Because of your help and the hard work of the WUEF 
board, our program will continue to thrive and benefit more students through art, music and technology. Have a great end of the 
year! 

 
THANK YOU ANTI-BULLYING CREW! 

The Anti - Bullying Crew was formed by students as a call to action for others to take a stand against bully-
ing. They strive to empower one another to make a difference on campus and in the community by promoting 
kindness, acceptance, and inclusion. They have helped to host some amazing events this year such as Unity 
Day, No One Eats Alone Day, an assembly about Cyber Bullying and another one about Japanese Intern-
ment Camps, and Operation Kindness where they covered our campus in compliments. The next event they 
are planning for May will be called “I am.... - An Event Celebrating Cultural Diversity.”   Stay tuned! 

 

The group was recently awarded a $200 grant from the California Teachers Association to use for their future 
events. Congratulations ladies! We appreciate all of the hard work that you have put in to positively impact 
our school climate.  Kindness Matters!!  
Group Members:  Bella Borman, Lili Chasen, Kathleen Cook, Audra Herrin, Cameryn Hoeft, Gretchen Stof-
fel, Madison Tyson, and Ms. Katy 

 

Congratulations also to Ms. Yee who was also awarded a grant from CTA to purchase culturally diverse 
books for her classroom library. Keep up the great work! 
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Picture of the Month 

 
Our POM Art Docents are busy finishing up their visits to 
their classrooms.  It has been a great year of art history 
discussions with our students.  Our volunteers that par-
ticipate in this part of our program take a great deal of 
time researching and studying prior to presenting the art 
piece to your child.  We want to thank them for their hard 
work and dedication! 

 

Art News for May 

Please mark your calendars for May 16, 17 and 18. 
Our annual District Art Show features two favorite piec-
es of artwork prepared by each one our students.     Come 
join us and see what your child has been learning in their 
art docent lessons this past year. The art show will be 
from Tuesday evening, May 16  to Thursday evening, May 
18.  On Wednesday and Thursday evenings, our out-
standing music programs from Washington and San 
Benancio Middle schools will entertain us. You won’t 
want to miss this great district event! 

 
May is Drawing Month 

In March present our second drawing lesson for the 
school year.  The students will learn further drawing 
techniques.  Because drawing is an important means of 
self-expression and communication students, the Art Do-
cent program has two units each year to focus on drawing 
instruction. 

 
For Parents 

It is very important to encourage your child’s creative 
drawing.  Here are some ideas to help them along. 

Get your child a set of color pencils and a large drawing 
notepad.  Take them to a park or beach and have them 
draw either objects or actual scenes they see i.e. a sea-
shell, rock, the ocean with beach, etc. 

Buy a set of oil pastels or soft pastels (not chalk).  Put 
together at home a still life of common household objects 
with blended colors i.e. a bowl of fruit, a vase with flow-
ers, etc. 

Make a collection of favorite photos for drawing reference.  
Have your child draw the photo or an object in the photo 
i.e. an animal, bike, car, etc. 

 
Ask your child to tell you the steps in the printmaking 
process that he or she learned.  These skills can be used 
with many materials you can find at home to create hand 
printed greeting cards, invitations, and gifts. 

 
Grade 6 is doing their Self-Portraits where they learned 
about human proportions and gained an understanding 
of value in art.  6th grade students will finish their year of 
art by drawing a part of a bicycle – Bicycle Art.  They will 
study the bike through a viewfinder and draw a portion of 
the bike studying carefully all the details and then draw-
ing them with white pencil on black paper. 

 
During Common Core Standardized Testing the Grade 8 
is doing Basket Weaving.  For their last art docent les-
son, Grade 8 will be going outside and doing Perspective 
Drawings around the San Benancio school grounds. 
Some of students work will be selected for the graduation 
program. 

Upcoming Events 
 

• May 12 Dance (5 p.m.-7 p.m. in MPR) 

• May 16 District Writing Assessment 

• May 16-18 Art Show 

• May 17 Collaboration Day 

• May 18 Open House 

• May 25 School Site Council 

• May 29 Memorial Day   (No School) 

• June 2 Minimum Day 

• June 8 Last Day of School/ Graduation 

 

REMINDER 

All incoming 7th graders are REQUIRED to get a 
whooping cough (pertussis) shot before starting the 
2017-2018 school year.  The booster (Tdap) must have 
been given on or after the 7th birthday.  Students who 
have not provided proof of receiving the booster will 
not be able to start school in August.  Please bring in a 
copy of your child’s shot record by May 16 so we can 
process the information and have your child ready to 
start school in August. 
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Dear Washington Union School District Families, 
  
The 2016-17 school year is ending and as of April 30th, we are $10,000 short of meeting the required mini-
mum to fund our art and music programs.  As a result, a portion of our art and music programs are at risk of 
being reduced or cancelled.  
  

Did you know… 
 •…WUEF funds 100% of the art & music teachers’ salaries and benefits, as well as program 

needs for all three schools?  
 •…our music teachers bring us: The Kinder Winter Performance, the 1st Grade Spring Sing, the 

2nd Grade Patriotic Performance, the 3rd and 4th grade Recorder Concerts, instrumental and 
classroom instruction in the 4th and 5th grades, choir and a middle school band that competes 
at the state level? 

 •…our art program ties in directly with the history and literature curriculum? Its unique ap-
proach helps students “connect the dots” to their learning objectives and supports a well-
rounded education that aids in creative thinking and 

  
A PORTION OF ALL OF THIS IS AT RISK FOR THE 2017 – 2018 
SCHOOL YEAR IF THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENT IS NOT MET. 

  
Many of you have shown your support throughout the school year both monetarily and by volunteering and for 
that, we are incredibly grateful. Our only active campaign at this point of the year is our Fall Campaign and so 
far, 217 of the 665 (or 32%) of our district families have contributed. It would be awesome if we could end this 
year on a high note and get that number closer to 50%, 60% or even 75%. We have always said that we un-
derstand that not everyone can contribute at the suggested amount of $185 per student but any size contri-
bution you can give is needed and appreciated. 
  
Your children love these programs.  They love showing you what they have learned, what they have created, 
what they spent countless hours practicing just to perform (for you)! Now it’s your turn to show them how 
much you value their efforts!  If you haven’t contributed to the 2016-17 Fall Campaign, please do so by May 
19th. Mail a check to WUEF, send it to school with your child, or use our secure online credit card option at: 

wuef.ejoinme.org/donate 
 

WUEF 

Student Council Update 

 
Wow!  The month of May is here!  ASB will hold it’s last school dance on Friday, May 12th.  Please refer to the 
dance rules in the student handbook of eligibility.  All grades are invited to attend.  The Dance will be from 5-7 in 
the MPR.  School dress code applies. Entrance is $5.00 

 
We also will have our last Spirit Week.  Flyers will be sent out telling students of the activities and dress up re-
quirements.  Who will take the Spirit Trophy from Mrs. Chiappe? Or will her class remain the most spirited? 

 
Last day to purchase lunch at the Snack Shack will be Tuesday, May 30th.  Thank you to all the students who sup-
ported the snack shack this year. 
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Thank you to all the WUSD Families for Butter Braid sales or donations! 61 Participants, 

522 Butter Braids sold = over $3,000.00 was made!! The money that Parent’s Club has 

raised this year will be distributed between the 3 schools at the end of June. Thank you!  

Please be on the lookout for the Kona Ice Truck! He is scheduled to come 5/26. He chang-

es his flavors monthly. $5.00/cup and smart snack approved! 20% of the sales goes back to 

the ASB.  

Hula Dukes will be at Open House for a sweet treat!  

Schoolkidz flyers will be sent home the week of 5/8 to pre-order your back to School 

supplies. Fast, Easy and affordable and saves on time!  

We would like to invite you to our next Parents Club Meeting on Thursday May 11th at 

6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio Middle School. We meet on the 2nd Thursday of the 

month!  It’s a great way to find out what’s happening at our schools. Come help us plan for 

the upcoming fun events. We need help and we are still looking for board members.  We 

would love to have you there! 

PARENTS ’  CLUB 
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Children's Mental Health Awareness week is May 1-7! 
What Is Mental Health? 

Mental health includes our emotional, psychological, and social well-being. It affects how we think, feel, and act. It also helps determine how we 
handle stress, relate to others, and make choices. Mental health is important at every stage of life, from childhood and adolescence through adult-
hood. 

 

Over the course of your life, if you experience mental health problems, your thinking, mood, and behavior could be affected. Many factors contrib-
ute to mental health problems, including: 

Biological factors, such as genes or brain chemistry 

Life experiences, such as trauma or abuse 

Family history of mental health problems 

Mental health problems are common but help is available. People with mental health problems can get better and many recover completely. Treat-
ment and recovery are ongoing processes that happen over time. The first step is getting help. 

 
Myth: Mental health problems don't affect me. 

Fact: Mental health problems are actually very common. In 2014, about: 

• One in five American adults experienced a mental health issue 
• One in 10 young people experienced a period of major depression 
One in 25 Americans lived with a serious mental illness, such as schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, or major depression 
Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death in the United States. It accounts for the loss of more than 41,000 American lives each year, more than 
double the number of lives lost to homicide.  

 
Myth: Children don't experience mental health problems. 

Fact: Even very young children may show early warning signs of mental health concerns. These mental health problems are often clinically diag-
nosable, and can be a product of the interaction of biological, psychological, and social factors. 

Half of all mental health disorders show first signs before a person turns 14 years old, and three quarters of mental health disorders begin before 
age 24. 

Unfortunately, less than 20% of children and adolescents with diagnosable mental health problems receive the treatment they need. Early mental 
health support can help a child before problems interfere with other developmental needs.  

**Continue reading and get helpful tips for how to talk with your child about mental health at www.mentalhealth.gov 

 

 
AND/OR….. 
 

Looking for some great resources to check out over the summer? Here are 
some favorites.  
A GREAT Book: How to Talk So Kids Will Listen & Listen So Kids Will Talk  

www.parenttoolkit.com 

www.understood.org 

www.mindful.org 

www.kidshealth.org 

www.apa.org/helpcenter/resources-childrens-mental.aspx 


